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Dialogues in the Americas: Mexican Literature and Culture in Context

Summary of Unit: 
This unit gives students a brief overview of the history of the use of mural art in Mexico and specifically discusses the three most well-known Mexican muralists: José Clemente Orozco, Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros.  It is meant to be used in a Spanish 1 classroom and based around 46-minute periods.  It includes the use of a PowerPoint presentation with short video clips demonstrating some of the murals of each of these three artists.  This unit will take about 4 days (46-minute periods) to complete. Students, together with a partner, will analyze murals from each of the three artists.   Later they will describe, in writing, the murals using Spanish vocabulary and grammar.  They will be evaluated in terms of their Spanish description of a given mural and their recollection of some general aspects of Mexican Muralism.

Standards: 

Communication

1.1 Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions. 

Cultures

2.2 Students demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and perspectives of the culture studied.

Connections

3.1 Students reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the foreign language.

Materials: 
PowerPoint on Mexican Muralism, websites & books on Mexican muralists and the history of mural art in Mexico, chart paper, pens.
Objectives:

Students should:

-Know brief/basic history of Mexican Muralism 

-Know the main muralists of the time period: Orozco, Siqueiros, & Rivera.
-Use and review vocabulary relating to discussion of murals (i.e. discussing likes & dislikes in reference to murals, location of people/objects in murals, colors, describing what people do in the murals (present tense), ser vs. estar).

Lesson Plans
Day 1:

Activity 1
KWL Chart 

Chart based on murals/Mexican muralist movement (discuss whether students encounter murals in their own community, where, what are they like, etc.)

Activity 2 
PowerPoint presentation
Describes the overall history of muralism in Mexico (referencing the history of murals used/created by indigenous groups and Vasconcelos’ role in promoting this movement after the Mexican Revolution), typical themes of murals and why they are chosen; introduces three major muralists: Orozco, Siqueiros and Rivera. Students will take notes on PowerPoint and pair share thoughts on the movement.

Assessment: Students fill in worksheet that helps them to follow PowerPoint/take notes on major points covered.

Day 2: 
Activity 1
Gallery Walk (students work in pairs/small groups) 

Questions about the movement and artists will be written on chart paper and placed in “stations” around the room.   Questions will ask about style and appearance of a particular mural projected on projector screen. Students will use notes from Day 1 to help them in discussion and answering of questions at each station. They will need to write their collaborative answer on chart paper and sign group name/number next to it for later teacher reference.
Day 3:

Activity 1
Vocabulary Review
Review important vocabulary that can be used to describe what students see in the murals (leave list on board; provide students with a copy of the vocabulary)

Activity 2: 
Observation Charts 

Post murals on wall; students must use vocabulary/short sentences in Spanish to describe what they see in each mural as they move around the room.  They will work in pairs and each person must write something on each chart.

Activity 3: 
Written Descriptions
1) Students will use murals to review vocabulary and practice using sentence structures   previously learned.  Students will write about likes and dislikes in reference to certain murals, location of people/objects, colors, and what people do in the murals (present tense). The description will be about 6-8 sentences long.  
2) Students will peer edit descriptions and discuss corrections in small groups.

3) Students will share descriptions aloud with other (rotating) table groups practicing pronunciation, verb use, etc. (pair students with others who chose a different mural to write about in order to see differences in choice and for discussion about why they chose a particular mural).

Assessment: Students will be assessed based on their participation in observation chart work, peer editing and the accurate completion of the description of their chosen mural.

Day 4:

Wrap Up/Final Assessment
Students will be asked to write a brief description (in English) of the history of The Mural Movement in Mexico.

Example Questions:
1) Who was José Vasconcelos?  What role did he play in The Mural Movement in Mexico in Post-Revolutionary Mexico? 

2) Why was there a government push toward the creation of murals in public spaces after the Mexican Revolution?

3) What purpose(s) did the murals serve in the eyes of the artists creating them?

Extension Activity/Extra-Credit Opportunity:  Students can find pictures of murals online related to their communities or visit them in person.  They can then turn in a description of what they found and a description of the mural.  They can share some of their findings during the first 5 minutes with the whole class or in small groups.

Objective for Extra Credit: Students should be able to make connections to murals in their own community and/or neighboring communities.  What purpose do murals serve in our communities and the communities in Mexico?  What are some similarities and differences?

Standard for Extra-Credit/Extension Activity

Comparisons
4.2 Students demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.

Extension Project: Create a story as a class or in small groups to later use to create a class/group mural. 

**Useful website for mural making: http://www.kuidaosumi.com/murals/muralguide.html
