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Photo taken from the Frida Kahlo Museum Website: http://www.museofridakahlo.org.mx/Eluniversointimo.html
Introduction:   In the late 20th and early 21st century, Frida Kahlo has emerged as one of Mexico´s most prolific cultural icons.   In 2002, Frida Kahlo´s life was immortalized in a popular American film starring Salma Hayek.   Perhaps many students have seen or heard of this film, without understanding much about Frida´s life, her influences, and the triumphs and misfortunes that have led her to become one of Mexico´s most widely-recognized iconic figures.  This thematic unit will introduce students to Frida Kahlo´s life as a Mexican woman in the early 20th century, as a wife, as an artist, and as acultural icon.  Students will gain a preliminary knowledge of Spanish language through reading about her life and participating in interactive classroom activities that will explore, engage and educate students about Frida Kahlo.

The goals of this unit are two-fold:

1) To give students an introduction and background to Frida Kahlo’s life as an artist, and the influences that shaped her into the cultural icon she is today;

2) To use the theme of Frida Kahlo as a stepping stone for language acquisition at an introductory Spanish level, one that emphasizes the four skills of communication: reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Guiding Questions:

· Who is Frida Kahlo?   ¿Quién es Frida Kahlo?

· Why is she an important figure in Mexican culture?  ¿Por qué es una figura  tan importante en la cultura mexicana?

Learning Objectives:

At the end of this thematic unit, students will be able to:

· Know basic facts about Frida Kahlo´s life

· Identify pictures and portraits of Frida Kahlo

· Express basic likes and dislikes about Frida´s art

· Write, illustrate, and present a short poem about Frida Kahlo

· Record a 60 second open oral response about Frida Kahlo using Voicethread technology in the language lab

Biographical Information about Frida Kahlo:


Frida Kahlo was born Magdalena Carmen Frieda Kahlo y Calderón on July 6, 1907 in Coyoacán, Mexico.  Frida’s father, Wilhelm “Guillermo” Kahlo was a Hungarian-Jew who was a successful photographer in Mexico.  Her mother, Matilde Calderón, was of Mexican decent.  Guillermo and Matilde had four daughters: Matilde, Adriana, Frida, and Cristina.  The family lived in “La Casa Azul” (the Blue House) in Coyoacán, which was then on the outskirts of Mexico City.  


At the age of 6, Frida was struck with polio and was left with a partially deformed right leg and stunted foot.  She attended school at the “Colegio Alemán” (German School) in Mexico City, and later went on to study medicine at the prestigious National Preparatory School of San Ildelfonso.


In 1922, the Mexican muralist movement began and the government commissioned artists such as Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros to paint murals in public buildings around Mexico.  Many of these murals are still standing today.


On September 17, 1925, Frida was involved in a terrible bus accident on her way home from school.  She suffered serious injuries to her spinal cord and pelvic bone when the bus she was riding in was hit by a tram.  She spent the next several months in the hospital recovering.  During her recovery Frida started to experiment with painting.  One year after her accident, Friday finished her first work of art and titles it “Self-Portrait in a Velvet Dress.”


In 1928, Frida met Diego Rivera through a circle of friends in Mexico that supported the Communist movement.  Later that year, she became a member of the Mexican Communist Party and was painted by Rivera in a mural called the “Ballad of the Revolution.”


In 1929, Frida and Diego were married.  Diego was twenty years older than Frida, leading her mother and several family members and friends to disapprove of their courtship.  Rivera was also not known for his good looks.  At 6’ 1” and 300 pounds, Diego and Frida were referred to as “the elephant and the white dove.” 


Later that year, Rivera was expelled from the Communist Party for accepting a commission from the Mexican government.  Frida and Diego traveled to the United States after Rivera was commissioned to paint murals in San Francisco, Philadelphia, Detroit, and New York.  During their time in the United States, Frida suffered several miscarriages. Rivera’s mural at Rockefeller Center was rescinded because he included a portrait of Lenin in the mural.   Frida and Diego returned to Mexico in 1933. 


Shortly after their return to Mexico, Frida continued to suffer from health issues, and in 1934, the couple decided to separate after Frida discovered that he was having an affair.  After a year of separation, the couple decided to reconcile, but lived in separate homes.  


In 1937, Frida had her first public art showing in Mexico City.  The following year, Frida traveled to New York for her first solo exhibition.  It was at this event where many of her paintings were sold and she garnered many accolades and international attention.  In, 1939, Frida traveled to Paris for an exhibition of her work.  Her self-portrait, “The Frame,” was purchase by The Louvre, and Frida become the first 20th century Mexican artist to be purchased by this prestigious museum. 


During the same year, Frida continued to suffer health issues and a deteriorating relationship with Diego.  In the same year, the couple decides to divorce.  


In 1940, Frida traveled to the United States again where some of her paintings are exhibited.  Later that year, Frida and Diego reconciled and remarried.  During the next few years, Frida’s art continued to be exhibited in Mexico and through the world.  Her health, however, continued to deteriorate and she underwent  several operations in her spine and foot.  Throughout the course of the next few years, Frida’s health deteriorated, and she was put on bed rest.  In 1953, Frida attends her last art exposition at the Contemporary Art Gallery in Mexico City.  Since her doctors had put her on strict bed rest, Frida arrived being carried in her own bed.


On July 13th, 1954, Kahlo died of a pulmonary embolism.  Her body was cremated and placed in an urn that is now on display at the “Casa Azul” in Coyoacán, Mexico.   The Casa Azul was eventually turned into the Museo Frida Kahlo.

Thematic Unit:  Frida Kahlo

Grades 7-9

Level: Spanish One

Lesson One

Background:  In this lesson, students will observe pictures of Frida Kahlo and make inferences based on previously existing knowledge.

Objectives:  To analyze a picture of Frida Kahlo and make inferences based on pre-existing knowledge.  

Students will be able to: 

· Ask and answer questions 

· Exchange Information and Knowledge

Materials Needed:  One blank sheet of paper for each student, a picture of Frida Kahlo projected to the class.

Students will take their blank sheet of paper and divide it into four equal parts by folding it in half horizontally and vertically.  (See example below)

Example 1:  

	
	

	
	


Example 2 :

In the top left corner, students will write “Observations.”

In the bottom left corner, students will write “Inference.”

In the top right corner, students will write “Conclusion.”

In the bottom right corner, students will write “Explanation.”

Upon completing, the paper should look like this:

	Observation


	Conclusion

	Inference


	Explanation




Next, the teacher will show the class a large portrait of Frida Kahlo (see image and link below).   (Make sure to download the image and print it out prior to the lesson.  If technology is available in the classroom, the teacher can project the image onto a screen or a whiteboard.)
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This picture was taken from:  http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-sF5SGtqaOzo/TeYREYNp7WI/AAAAAAAABKY/2Bw7ufRLBG8/s400/frida%2Bkahlo%2Bpintando.jpg
Next, the teacher will walk students through each square of their paper.  

First, ask students to write down what they observe in the picture.  (e.g., “A woman painting the portrait of a man.  The woman is wearing a dress,” etc).   

Second, ask students to make an inference based on their observation.  Who do they think she is?  What is the person doing?   

Third, ask students to explain their inference.   

Last, give students a basic introduction to the photograph.   You can say:  “This is a picture of the Mexican painter Frida Kahlo.  It was taken in the early 1950s.”   The teacher should take the time to debrief and have students share what some of their inferences were.  

To access biographical information about Frida Kahlo for this part of the lesson, check out:   http://www.fridakahlo.com/
After a brief class discussion, the teacher can transition to introducing the thematic unit on Frida Kahlo.   The teacher should write the unit´s objectives up on the board and give a brief overview of learning objectives.

Thematic Unit:  Frida Kahlo
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Lesson Two

Background:  In this lesson, the teacher will introduce an interactive “Big Book of Frida Kahlo” that will give students information and show illustrations about the life of the artist.   This lesson will serve as direct instruction from teacher to student.  

Objectives:    To read a book about Frida Kahlo’s life.



To recall basic facts about Frida Kahlo’s life in chronological order.

Students will be able to: 

· Follow directions 

· Understand some ideas and familiar details

· Obtain information and knowledge

· Read (or listen to) and interpret a simple story

· Exchange information and knowledge 

For the teacher:  Before class, print out the list of chronological facts about Frida’s life.   Each fact should be cut up into an individual strip of paper.    Also, check the interactive link to the “Big Book of Frida Kahlo” ahead of time and make sure it works.  This will help avoid problems with technology.

To start the lesson, access the “Big Book of Frida Kahlo” and project it to the class using an LCD projector and a screen or a whiteboard.   Read each page of the book out loud to the students.  This book (in Spanish) details the life of Frida Kahlo.

After concluding the book reading, draw the following timeline on the board:

1907










1954

________________________________________________________________

Next, pass out the strips of paper containing one fact about Frida´s life. (Ideally, each student will get one strip of paper).   Students should read their fact out loud to the class.  The students will then have to place each strip of paper in correct chronological order.  

Thematic Unit:  Frida Kahlo
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Lesson Three

Background:  In this lesson, the teacher will introduce students to three of Frida Kahlo’s important works.  Students will be asked to identify one thing they like, dislike, and like a lot about the three Frida Kahlo paintings using a short list of key vocabulary words.  

Objectives:    

To express likes and dislikes using Frida Kahlo’s art.

To recall basic facts about Frida Kahlo.

Students will be able to: 

· Follow directions

· Express likes and dislikes

· Exchange information and knowledge

· Express opinions about people

Key Vocabulary in Spanish and English:

Autorretrato: Self-portrait

Mono: Monkey

Corazón: Heart

Sangre: Blood

Flores: Flowers

Vestido: Dress

Cejas: Eyebrows

Bigote: Mustache

Surrealismo: Surrealism

Materials Needed:   Three large examples of Frida Kahlo paintings, Post –it Notes (3 for each student), Whiteboard, and Marker.

To start the lesson, divide the whiteboard into three sections:    “Me Gusta,” “No Me Gusta,” and “Me Encanta.”  

	Me gusta


	No me gusta
	Me encanta


Next, model the pronunciation and definition of each key vocabulary term.  

As an introduction to the activity, start off by showing each painting one at a time.  While doing so, ask “¿Qué hay en esta pintura?”   Students should respond by saying things like “hay una chica morena”,  “un vestido blanco”, “hay tres monos en la foto”, etc.    After reviewing all three paintings with students, move on to the next activity.   

Next, place all three paintings in a visible spot in front of the classroom and hand out three post-it notes to each student.  Ask students to think about the previous discussion and things that they saw, and to write three unique sentences expressing one thing they like, one they don´t like, and one that they like a lot, and why.   

Write the three model sentences up on the board:

Me gusta ___________  porque ______________.     Ex:  Me gusta el vestido blanco porque es bonito.

No me gusta ___________  porque ______________.     Ex:  No me gusta el surrealismo porque me inquieta.

Me encanta  ___________  porque ______________.     Ex:  Me encantan los monos porque son curiosos.

Remind students that each post-it note should have one complete sentence written for each category.   Ask students to come up to the board and paste their post-it notes in each category.  After each student has finished, ask for volunteers to come share their thoughts with the class.

Thematic Unit:  Frida Kahlo
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Level: Spanish One

Lesson Four:  Diamond Poetry

Background:  In this lesson, students will use vocabulary words (verbs, nouns and adjectives) to write a diamond poem about Frida Kahlo.   (If you are unfamiliar with the format of a diamond poem, see the definition and example of diamond poetry below).  Students will illustrate their poem and present it to the class.  

Objectives:         

To write an original poem about Frida Kahlo using the diamond poem template.  
To illustrate the poem on a poster and present it to the class.

Students will be able to: 

· Follow directions

· Express opinions and ideas 

· Describe people, places or things

· Write a brief poem

· Present the information 

Materials:  11x17 paper, crayons, markers, 3 large Frida Kahlo images, whiteboard and markers.

For the teacher: 

If you are unfamiliar with diamond poems, they are a great, fun, and easy way of doing creative writing in a beginning language class!   Students will use nouns, adjectives, and verbs in a specific “diamond” format to come up with their unique poems.    For additional information, see the Wikipedia definition of a diamond poem: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diamond_poem.

Diamond Poem Format Outline:   

First line:  Noun

Second line: adjective adjective

Third line:  verb verb verb

Fourth line: noun  noun  noun  noun

Fifth line: verb verb verb

Sixth line: adjective adjective

Seventh Line: noun

Diamond Poem Example:     

[image: image3.jpg]A Diamond Poem

Baby
Small Cuddly
Cooing  Crying Waiting
Rattle Diaper Job Money
Working Paying Buying
Tired Big
Adult





This picture is courtesy of Mrs. Schock’s Blog: http://blog.dearbornschools.org/la7schock/page/5/
As an introduction to the lesson, place three large images of Frida Kahlo’s paintings in front of the class.   While looking at each image one at a time, ask students to come up with adjectives that they think describe Frida Kahlo and/or her self-portraits.    Write these adjectives up on the board, and ask students to jot them down in their notes.  Students should come up with words like “bonita,” “creativa,” “inteligente,” etc.   Encourage students to look up adjectives in the dictionary if they are unfamiliar with the Spanish form of the word.  This is a good opportunity to remind students that adjectives must agree with the nouns they describe.

Second, have students brainstorm verbs that they think relate to Frida Kahlo.  Write these verbs up on the board as well.   Students can practice verb conjugations by writing the verb in third person, present tense.  Alternatively, they can leave it in infinitive form.  

Next, have students brainstorm nouns that they think relate to Frida Kahlo.  Write these nouns up on the board as well.   After completing this portion of the lesson, you will have a whiteboard full of adjectives, nouns, and verbs that students can use to write their poems.   

Once students have completed their rough draft, they should move on to the illustration portion of the activity.  

On an 11X17 piece of paper, students should write the final draft of their poem, or type it up and paste it on their poster.   Allow students to be as creative as possible with their illustrations.  It is helpful if students have Frida Kahlo’s art up in the class, so that they can use it for inspiration.  

Once students have written and illustrated their poems, it’s time to share them in front of the class!  These beautiful posters can be used to decorate the classroom with some unique, creative and colorful student works of Mexican-inspired art!

Thematic Unit:  Frida Kahlo

Grades 7-9

Level: Spanish One

Lesson Five:  Technology Extension Using Voicethread to Record Oral Responses About Frida Kahlo 

Background:  In this lesson, students will use a website called Voicethread to record a brief open response to an image of Frida Kahlo.  Voicethread allows students to upload an image or video about a particular topic and record a short response.  These recordings are called “threads.”  Voicethread also allows students to interact with each other and respond to each other’s “threads.”   **Please note that Voicethread requires you to create an account in order to access its services.  Limited use accounts are free, and educator discounts are available for classroom accounts.  If you are unfamiliar with this wonderful tool, you can read more about your subscription options at http://ed.voicethread.com. 

Objectives:  To record a unique oral response to the question “¿Quién es Frida Kahlo?

Students will be able to: 

· Follow directions

· Express opinions and ideas 

· Describe people, places or things

· Present information in a brief report

For the teacher:  Voicethread requires you to create an account (free or paid premium service) in order to use its services.  Limited use accounts are free, and educator discounts are available for classroom accounts.  If you are unfamiliar with this wonderful tool, you can read more about your subscription options at http://ed.voicethread.com.
Prior to starting this lesson, the teacher should select an image of his/her choice and save it somewhere (on a server, folder, etc.) where students will be able to access it.   It is not possible for you to upload the picture for the students ahead of time.  Each student must upload the picture within their own account.  Once you have selected where students will access the picture, it is a good idea to write the step by step directions on how to access the image on the board.

For this exercise, I have selected the following image:
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Photo taken from the Frida Kahlo Museum Website: http://www.museofridakahlo.org.mx/Eluniversointimo.html
Depending on how experienced students are with open response questions, you may want to have them think of the question ahead of time and jot down some ideas for their response.  More advanced students can be challenged by not giving them the question ahead of time.  This prohibits them from thinking about their response to the question ahead of time, and they are forced to think of their response on the spot.  

If you do choose to give students the question ahead of time, you may click here to download a worksheet for the student’s open response.  This worksheet also has step-by-step instructions on how to upload an image and record a Voicethread.  (This is a separate attachment.)

For the teacher:

Voicethread Login Instructions:

Go to:  http://ed.voicethread.com
Student Username:

Student Password:

Once you have logged into your account, follow these steps to upload a picture:

1:  Click on the “Create” tab

2: Click on “Upload” 

3: Select a place where you will upload your picture from (i.e. “My Computer)

Once you have successfully uploaded the picture, follow these steps to record:

1:  Click on “Comment” on the left side 

2: Click on the microphone icon  

3: If you get a pop-up about allowing or denying the microphone to record, click “allow”

4: Once you have followed these steps, the recording will start immediately!  

What to do if you would like to delete your recording:

1: If you delete your recording, you must go back and start the Voicethread from the beginning again and re-upload your picture. To do so:

2: Click on the “My Voice” tab

3: Scroll your mouse over the image of the Voicethread that you would like to delete.

4: Click on the “menu” icon

5: Click the red button that says “remove”

6: You must now start the process again from the beginning.

If you have purchased an educator account, all of your student’s accounts should be linked to your teacher account.  In order for you to access their recording, it is crucial to include one last step:

After completing their recordings, students should click on the “My voice” tab and give their recording a name.  (I recommend that students include their first and last name in the title to facilitate the listening process). 

Finally, students should click on their Voicethread image and drag the image into the “group” link on the left hand side.  This final step can only be done if you have an educator account, and you have set up groups within your account to separate your students by class.  

To see an example of my own Frida Kahlo Voicethread recording, click here:

http://ed.voicethread.com/?#u926444.b2159204.i11513375
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CHRONOLOGICAL STRIPS ABOUT FRIDA KAHLO


The following strips are in chronological order.   For this activity, cut up each bullet point into a strip of paper and shuffle them to switch up the order.  Give each student one strip of paper and a piece of tape.  The student’s role is to tape their strip of paper onto the white board in the correct chronological order.

1907










1954

________________________________________________________________

· Frida Kahlo nace en la Caza Azul, en Coyoacán, México.

· Los padres de Frida se llaman Guillermo Kahlo y Matilde Calderón.

· Frida contrae polio.

· Frida estudia en la Preparatoria Nacional de San Idelfonso.

· Frida sufre un accidente en el autobús.  

· En el hospital, Frida empieza a pintar.  Su primera pintura es “Autorretrato con vestido de terciopelo.”

· Frida se casa con Diego Rivera.

· Frida y Diego viajan a Estados Unidos para pintar varios murales en las cuidades de San Francisco, Filadelfia y Nueva York.

· Frida y Diego se separan.

· Frida tiene su primera exposición de arte en México.

· Frida tiene su primera exposición de arte en Nueva York.

· Frida tiene su primera exposición de arte en Paris y el Museo del Louvre compra su primera pintura.

· Frida y Diego se divorcian. 

· Frida viaja sola a los Estados Unidos  para  asistir a más exposiciones de su arte.

· Frida y Diego se reconcilian y se casan por segunda vez en San Francisco.

· Frida continúa sufriendo a causa de sus problemas de salud, pero no deja de pintar.

· Debido a su mal estado de salud, Frida llega en cama a su última exposición en la Galería de Arte Contemporáneo en la Cuidad de México. 

· Frida muere en la Casa Azul en Coyoacán. 

· La Casa Azul de Coyoacán en la Ciudad de México se convierte en el Museo Frida Kahlo.

