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Level - Spanish I
Grade - middle school/high school
Duration - one week, all classes (see bottom of unit for weekly lesson plan)
In this unit students will be introduced to popular cultural celebrations/stories and historical events of Mexico. Students will complete their own research on a selected story in the Internet, then retell the story in their own words using digital storytelling tools. Students will discuss similarities and differences between their culture and Mexico’s. 
This is designed as the second level of exposure to Mexican Culture. The first level discusses Mexico’s Independence Day and can be found here. The first level also serves as an example  for this project and a variety of digital storytelling tools.
Mexican Digital Storytelling
Cultural Target Level 2 - Compare and contrast cultural topics
Project Objectives 
1. Students learn about popular Mexican stories/celebrations/events
2. Students develop research/digital literacy skills
3. Students create a digital story 
4. Students reflect on similarities/differences between their culture and Mexican culture
Part I ----> Learn about a well known Mexican part of History. Use 2 different sources on the Internet BESIDES Wikipedia, (Search Google, Qwiki or  Mashpedia).
Possible stories to select
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Answer the following questions. (Copy and paste them into another Google Doc and share w/ kbordner)
1. What story will I learn about?
2. Who is my partner?
3. What are the 2 websites we looked at to learn the story? (copy web address below)
4. Tell the story in your own words.
5. Who are the main characters?
6. What happens? (1 sentence summary)
7. Where does it take place? (“México” is not specific enough, give me a city!)
8. When does it take place?
9. How is this represented in today’s world? Where/When do they celebrate this?
Part 2 ---->Tell the story in your own words using digital media. 
Select ONE of the following tools to create your digital story. You are responsible for creating your own account. I strongly suggest your username/password is the same as nlcphs
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Steps to create your digital story-
1. outline -put your story into sections/parts, include an introduction and conclusion
2. gather - photos/videos -collect/create images save them/ link them on a shared google doc
3. construct - create your project on one of the sites above, save often!
4. revise - look over content (especially the words!), add music, transitions and other types of flair if you have time
5. share - email final product to kbordner
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Your project will be assessed by the following criteria 
(This will be done informally as this is the first time many of the students will use these digital storytelling tools. Perfection is not expected, only strong effort and positive participation throughout the week. The emphasis should be put on what you learned about the digital storytelling tool and strengths/weaknesses. We will show all projects, to see all different stories and digital story telling tools.)
· accuracy of information portrayed
· Do you have correct information? Is the story authentic?
· storyline development
· Does the story make sense? Is it easy to follow? After viewing your project, would a stranger understand what happened?
· audience engagement
· Is your project bare? Does it have flair? Is it fun to watch? Is it entertaining or does it put people to sleep?
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Part 3 ----> Compare your culture, tradition, celebrations or legends with Mexico’s. Answer the following questions.
In two groups the class will complete venn diagrams comparing/contrasting Mexican and American Holidays. One group will complete a venn
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Other questions to discuss in small groups of 4 or 5
· The Aztec’s believed that a god told them to live where they found an eagle eating a snake on a cactus. Why do you think people thought Chicago was a good place to make a big city? Why did your family move to Chicago?
· What are some famous love stories in American culture? Can you think of any stories where people’s spirit turn into nature or become permanent fixtures in locations? 
· The Virgin of Guadalupe is a symbol of faith and unity in Mexico. The eagle eating a snake on a cactus is a symbol of home in Mexico. What symbols do we use in our society and what do they mean? Think religion, location, etc.
As we continue to learn about our Mexican neighbors, here are more questions to consider. 
· Is it important to know about other culture’s stories and history? Why or why not? 
· Do we, as neighbors, have an obligation to learn about the other cultures? 
· What do you want your neighbors to know about you and your culture?
· How can they learn about it?
Weekly Lesson Plan for Cultural Storytelling Unit
la semana __ - el __ de ______ - el __ de _______
	S1 W__
	Monday 60 min.
	Tuesday/Wednesday 100 min.
	Thursday 60 min.
	Friday 60 min.

	objective
	· students find basic information about selected cultural topic of Mexico
	· students tell Mexico cultural story in their own words
· students explore different digital project websites
	students complete their story projects and publish them
	· students look at all projects and assess
· compare/contrast them to their own traditions/ legends/ celebrations

	instruction/
practice
	· explain project (wrkst)
· review revolution examples
· select partner/story
	teacher rotates around partners to guide understanding/ digital media exploration
	· construct
· revise
· self assess
	· group assessment
· group discussion

	assignments
	· basic web research on story
· answer following questions-
What story will I learn about?
Who is my partner?
What are the 2 websites we looked at to learn the story? (copy web address below)
Tell the story in your own words.
	· complete research and guided questions
· explore digital media options and select preferred tool
· create outline of digital story
· gather/create images/video
· begin construction of digital story on site. SAVE OFTEN
	project must be emailed to kbordner@nlcphs.net
by 4pm
	· venn diagrams
· discussion participation
· individual written reflection on neighbors

	extra
	
	
	
	


